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ABSTRACT:

India’s rich tapestry of languages and indigenous knowledge systems is central to the ongoing
project of cultural renaissance in the 21st century. As the world’s most linguistically diverse
society, India’s languages not only serve as vehicles of communication but also embody
centuries of collective wisdom, literature, and scientific inquiry. Indian knowledge systems
rooted in disciplines such as philosophy, medicine, mathematics, arts, and governance reflect
millennia of interdisciplinary evolution and sustainability. In other words, the IKS Division is
not satisfied discussing about Sushruta, Arvyabhata, Agastya and other venerated Acarya; we
actively strive to create an ecosystem that will inspire and give rise to many more Sushruta and
Aryabhata. In the wake of decolonization and globalization, leveraging Indian languages and
knowledge traditions is critical for educational transformation, technological innovation,
inclusive governance, and the reemergence of cultural pride. This article explores the historical
trajectory, contemporary challenges, and dynamic role of Indian languages and knowledge
systems in shaping national consciousness and equipping citizens for a globalized future. It
examines policy initiatives, educational reforms, technological advancements, and grassroots
movements driving the cultural renaissance, and argues for integrative approaches that
position Indian languages and knowledge as engines for creativity, critical thinking, and social
cohesion. Insights are drawn from recent scholarship, institutional frameworks, case studies,
and governmental actions to outline pathways for an inclusive and vibrant cultural future for
India.
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INTRODUCTION:

The Indian Knowledge Systems Division (IKS Division) of the Ministry of Education (MoE)
was established in October 2020, with a vision to promote interdisciplinary and
transdisciplinary research on all aspects of IKS, preserve and disseminate a deeper
understanding and appreciation of IKS for further research, and societal applications. The IKS
Division supports and funds the establishment of IKS centres, and interdisciplinary and
transdisciplinary research in IKS. India’s civilization is characterized by its extraordinary
linguistic diversity and holistic knowledge systems developed over millennia. These systems
are embedded in the thousands of living languages, poetry, classical scriptures, oral traditions,
and indigenous practices that define the subcontinent’s identity. The Indian Renaissance of the
19th and 20th centuries, set against the backdrop of colonialism and modernity, witnessed a
reassertion of cultural values, language pride, and knowledge traditions. Today, renewed
interest in Indian languages and traditional knowledge is ushering a new era of cultural
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renaissance, critical for India’s intellectual vitality and global presence. Additionally, the
Division initiated IKS Wiki portal for article publishing in various Bharatiya languages,
fostering a broader dissemination and engagement with traditional knowledge systems. The
main objective of the IKS Division is to go beyond merely acknowledging the existence of
Indian Knowledge Systems and to rejuvenate and mainstream it by integrating it into the fabric
of our education research ecosystem for the contemporary world. Languages of India belong
to several language families, the major ones being the Indo-Aryan languages spoken by 78.05%
of Indians and the Dravidian languages spoken by 19.64% of Indians both families together are
are sometimes known as Indic languages. Languages spoken by the remaining 2.31% of the
population belong to the Austroasiatic, Sino—Tibetan, Tai—Kadai, Andamanese, and a few other
minor language families and isolates. According to the People's Linguistic Survey of India,
India has the second highest number of languages (780), after Papua New Guinea (840)

Historical Evolution of Indian Languages

Indian languages represent centuries of continuous evolution, cross-cultural exchange, and
literary innovation. From the ancient Vedic Sanskrit and Pali to classical Tamil, Telugu, Urdu,
Bengali, and hundreds of other regional tongues, Indian languages have shaped philosophical
discourse, scientific thought, and literary creativity. Sanskrit, as the foundation for much of
Indian knowledge, has played an outsized historical role in codifying and transmitting culture
and science, while vernacular languages have democratized knowledge and fostered unique
regional identities. Indian languages and knowledge systems are deeply intertwined, reflecting
the country's rich cultural, philosophical, and scientific heritage. India is home to hundreds of
languages, with 22 officially recognized languages under the Eighth Schedule of the
Constitution, and thousands of dialects spoken across its diverse regions. These languages serve
as vessels for transmitting indigenous knowledge, traditional wisdom, and unique worldviews
that have evolved over millennia.

Indigenous Knowledge Systems: An Overview

Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) refer to the holistic, experiential, and interdisciplinary body
of wisdom anchored in Indian civilization. Encompassing Ayurveda, Yoga, mathematics,
astronomy, linguistics, art, legal codes, and ethics, IKS emphasizes the integration of theory
and practice, sustainability, and contextual understanding. Classical shastras, folk traditions,
oral histories, and localized practices all contribute to the diversity and resilience of Indian
knowledge. It further seeks to bridge the gap between Traditional Indian Knowledge Systems
and contemporary knowledge systems.

Decolonization and the Role of Language

The integration of Indian languages and knowledge systems in education is gaining renewed
attention, especially in the context of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which
emphasizes multilingualism and the inclusion of local knowledge in curricula. This approach
aims to foster cultural pride, promote inclusive learning, and ensure that education is rooted in
India's diverse heritage. The colonial era imposed linguistic hierarchies—privileging English
and weakening indigenous languages—while disrupting Indian knowledge traditions through
imported educational models. Contemporary cultural renaissance seeks to reverse these effects
through the revitalization and mainstreaming of Indian languages in education, governance,
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and scientific discourse. The move towards using Indian languages for instruction and
administration is central to reclaiming epistemic sovereignty.

Policy Initiatives for Revival and Integration

India's linguistic diversity is vast, with major languages including Hindi, Bengali, Telugu,
Marathi, Tamil, Urdu, Gujarati, Kannada, Odia, Punjabi, Malayalam, Assamese, and Sanskrit,
among others. Each language has its own script, literary traditions, and oral histories,
contributing to the pluralistic nature of Indian society. Recent governmental measures reflect
an earnest push for integrating Indian languages and knowledge systems. The National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 advocates multilingual education, emphasizes mother tongue
instruction, and calls for infusing indigenous knowledge across curricula. Institutions such as
Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) Division under Ministry of Education, and the Bharatiya
Bhasha Anubhag for translation initiatives, underline the strategic importance of language and
knowledge for national unity and innovation.

Educational Reform: Curriculum and Pedagogy

A renaissance in Indian education hinges on shifting from colonial content to curricula rooted
in Indian knowledge systems, regional literature, and languages. Initiatives include
reintroducing Sanskrit studies, integrating traditional arts and sciences, and encouraging inter-
disciplinary research between classical and contemporary domains. Such pedagogies promote
critical thinking, creativity, and contextual relevance qualities vital for global competitiveness
and rooted citizenship.

Technology, Digital Platforms, and Linguistic Inclusion:

Digital India initiatives and the adoption of Artificial Intelligence (Al) and Machine Learning
(ML) are expanding the reach and relevance of Indian languages. E-governance projects,
translation tools, and vernacular content platforms are bridging linguistic divides, enabling
broader participation in science, technology, and public dialogue. Digital dictionaries, archives,
and language learning apps preserve and amplify endangered languages, supporting the cultural
renaissance in virtual spaces.

Case Studies in Cultural Revival:

e Museums and Archives: Museums play a vital role in reclaiming linguistic and
cultural heritage through documentation, research, and public engagement.

o Regional Literature Movements: Revival of native poetry, drama, and storytelling
traditions strengthens regional cultural identities and connects communities with
ancient wisdom.

e Grassroots Language Development: Community-driven efforts to document, teach,
and celebrate minority languages foster empowerment and pride in linguistic heritage.

o Indian Languages and Social Cohesion: Language is a bridge for national integration
and social mobility in India’s multilingual society. Promoting Indian languages in
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government, justice, and technology strengthens social inclusion, democratizes
opportunity, and counteracts historical exclusion.

Challenges and Opportunities:

e Marginalization and Language Endangerment: Many regional and tribal languages
remain vulnerable due to migration, urbanization, and dominance of major languages.
Sustained revitalization efforts—documentation, resource development, and
incentives—are critical.

o Standardization and Translation: Technical advances in translation and lexicography
are needed to make Indian languages robust tools for research, administration, and
global exchange.

o Inclusive Integration: IKS must be inclusive and open to diverse social, regional, and
gender perspectives, ensuring that revival efforts do not reinforce old hierarchies.

The Way Forward: Tools for Cultural Renaissance:

o Policy and Governance: Continued governmental support, including funding, capacity
building, and institutional development, will drive language and knowledge revival.

e Education and Research: Universities and research institutes should prioritize
interdisciplinary studies, translation work, and indigenous scholarship.

o Digital Empowerment: Hamnessing technology for language preservation,
dissemination, and education will deepen the cultural renaissance.

Challenges and Opportunities

Despite their richness, Indian languages and knowledge systems face challenges such as
language endangerment, lack of institutional support, and limited access to modern
technology. However, digital initiatives, research projects, and policy reforms are creating
new opportunities for revitalization and global recognition.

Conclusion:

India’s renaissance will depend on the successful fusion of its linguistic treasures and
knowledge systems with future-facing innovation and global engagement. The IKS Division
aims to highlight the practical utility of the Indian Knowledge System to solve current and
emerging problems of India and the world. By focusing on areas of societal importance,
such as health, technology, and social well-being, IKS projects strive to make a tangible
difference to the contemporary world by mainstreaming Indian Knowledge Systems. By
doing so, the IKS Division aims at cultivating a living tradition that fosters the creation of
new knowledge and inspires the development of future innovators and scholars based on
Bharatiya paradigms of knowledge generation and transmission.
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